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The institutional mission not only
provides a means to promote Brest
and its region, but also to create
or further already existing
cooperation with the host country.

The delegation is led
by the Mayor of Brest.
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The economic mission aims to develop
commercial exchanges between companies.

During one of the Jeanne d'Arc’s calls in port
(lasting 4 to 5 days), companies benefit

from business meetings scheduled by the French
Embassy’s Economic Department and local partners,
such as French Chambers of Commerce abroad,

in close collaboration

with Brest métropole océane - Urban Council,

the Brest Chamber of Commerce and Industry

and the French electricity board EDF.

Furthermore, companies can invite their prospective
clients and customers aboard the Jeanne d'Arc

for a presentation of Brest, followed by a reception.
This prestigious public relation operation

is designed for the customers of participating
companies and enterprises.

The Jeanne d'Arc is France’s diplomatic showcase,
and Brest's finest ambassador abroad.

Positive results have been obtained

by enterprises taking advantage of these missions.
Here are just a few examples:

B The SILL company (manufacturing dairy products,
fruit juices, soups and frozen foods)

opened a representative office in Singapore
following the 1997 mission there.

W IXSEA (specialised in manufacturing

underwater acoustic systems, oceanographic
instruments and professional electronics) recruited
their Japanese agent during the Tokyo mission in 1999.
From the following year on, they received significant
orders from the institutes visited on this trip.

B Scentessence took advantage

of 12 targeted meetings in Russia to identify

4 direct customers and 2 distributors

during the Saint Petersburg mission in 2004.

Some eighty companies from the Brest area,
about twelve a year, have already taken part
in these missions.
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The delegation met with important Japanese decision-
makers invited by the French Ambassador to Japan,
Mr. Gourdault-Montagne.
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The higher education and research mission
aims to develop scientific and academic
exchanges between Brest

and the country of call through:

m Student and professor exchanges
enrolment of twenty Lebanese students
and thirty Chinese students following
the missions to Lebanon in April 2000,
to Shanghai in March 2001

and Qingdao in March 2003.

m Setting up joint research

and cooperation programmes
cooperation agreements

with Saint Joseph University in Beirut,
Shanghai Second Medical University,

the University of Tongji,

the Ocean University of China in Qingdao,
the University of Valparaiso,

Saint Petersburg State University of
Telecommunications .

It also provides the Technopdle Brest-Iroise
science park with the opportunity to present
the skills of Brest and its surrounding area

and corroborate these exchanges

m New information technologies in Shanghai (2001),
Qingdao (2003), Saint Petersburg (2004),

m Marine science and techniques
in Singapore (1997-2005), Shanghai (2001),
Valparaiso (2002), Qingdao (2003), Alger (2006),

m Life sciences and techniques in Saint Petersburg,
m Telemedicine in Durban, South Africa (1998).




